
[Grading information follows on the next page.] 

Spring Semester 2020 – revised March 13 

MC 221 (Section 001) 

IR II: Politics of International Economic Relations 

Monday/Wednesday, 10:20-11:40am, Room 339 Case Hall 
 

Professor: Mark Axelrod (email: axelrod3@msu.edu or phone: 517-353-8607) 

Office Hours (362 North Case Hall): Mondays 4:30-5:30pm & Tuesdays 1:30-3:30pm 

I have set aside these times for student meetings, and it is helpful for me if you can meet during those hours. 

However, I understand that these slots will not fit everyone’s schedule. If these times do not work for you, 

please email to arrange a different time. PLEASE SIGN UP FOR REMOTE OFFICE HOURS SLOTS AT 

https://jmc.msu.edu/fastpass and please email if you prefer a mode of communication other than Zoom. 

Introduction 
MC 221 is the second semester of a year-long introduction to the study of international relations. It builds upon 

the concepts, theories, and actors covered in MC 220, and applies them to the international political economy 

and globalization. The central theme of this course is to understand conditions under which transboundary 

economic flows are blocked or enabled by governments. 

The semester begins by revisiting theories of international relations studied in MC 220. We will use these 

approaches to develop expectations about how domestic and international politics influence economic 

behavior. We will then test these expectations by exploring how states regulate transboundary flows of 

products, people, information, and money. In the final part of the course, we will focus on how these 

transboundary movements – and their regulation – impact pressing contemporary issues such as economic 

development, criminal justice, environmental protection, and disease control. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of this course, you will: 

• Appreciate how international relations theories explain key events in the global economy 

• Recognize how you personally interact with the global political economy 

• Assess structure, power and influence of institutions underpinning the contemporary global economy 

• Become familiar with relevant stakeholders, their preferences, and the path by which they (or you) can 

influence international relations 

• Understand how economic flows influence – and respond to – domestic and international politics 

• Strengthen international relations research skills 

Course Meetings 
We will meet twice every week. Class will focus on discussion of the readings for that week, and their 

application to current events. This class is designed to enhance your verbal, as well as written, communication 

skills. It is essential that all class members contribute to the conversation so that we can learn from different 

points of view. You are expected to prepare, attend, and participate every time we meet. Please contact 

me in advance if you must miss a class session. 

We will have animated discussions about many controversial topics. You should be prepared to support your 

position with evidence, and are encouraged to disagree with me and with each other, but you must pay 

attention to, and be respectful towards, each other’s views and experiences. 

Finally, although laptops and other devices may be useful at times, they can also distract you and others sitting 

around you. Recent research shows that handwritten class notes may be more effective (see “Take Notes by 

Hand for Better Long-Term Comprehension,” http://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/take-notes-by-

hand-for-better-long-term-comprehension.html). You may must now use laptops and other electronic devices 

during class, but please use them for class-related purposes only. Please do so in a way that is respectful 

of the shared learning environment. If these devices are abused, they will be banned from the classroom. 

Respect and attention further require no headphones in class. 

James Madison College Statement of Values: “As Madisonians, we affirm the necessity of compassion, 

conscientiousness, and curiosity in our community. We acknowledge our academic and moral responsibility to 

always seek to learn from one another, approaching our scholarly endeavors with respect and humility. We 

understand that this process can be uncomfortable, and that it often requires challenging closely held beliefs. 

Nevertheless, we strive to always participate in discussions in good faith, and to build a community conducive 

to the intellectual growth of all.” 

mailto:axelrod3@msu.edu
http://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/take-notes-by-hand-for-better-long-term-comprehension.html
http://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/take-notes-by-hand-for-better-long-term-comprehension.html
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Grading and Assignments (see further details in the Assignment Packet) 
Assignment Due Date Percentage of Overall Grade 

Attendance, Preparation, and Quality 

Participation 

Every class period; reading 

notes weekly 

20% 

Short Essay on Theoretical Approaches January 29 5% 

Preliminary Research Question and 

Hypotheses 

February 17 10% 

Midterm Exam February 26, in class 20% 

Final Research Proposal April 13 20% 

Final Exam Thursday, Apr 30, 7:45-9:45am 25% 

All written assignments – except reading notes – must be submitted on paper. You are strongly encouraged to 

discuss all projects with Professor Axelrod during office hours. 
 

You will receive a grade for each day of class and each assignment on the 4.0 scale. At the end of the semester, 

those grades will be weighted and averaged as indicated above. Weighted averages of greater than 3.75 will 

result in a 4.0 reported grade for the semester; 3.25-3.75 = 3.5 reported grade; 2.75-3.25 = 3.0 reported grade; 

2.25-2.75=2.5 reported grade; 1.75-2.25=2.0 reported grade; and so forth. 
 

For all assignments, late papers (unless accompanied by doctor’s note or other verified excuse) will 

receive a reduction of one grade point for every two days after the deadline (i.e., 1 minute to 48 hours 

late reduces grade by 1.0; 48-96 hours late reduces grade by 2.0). I do recognize that difficulties arise 

outside of the course, and I will therefore allow a single “life happened” extension on one written 

assignment (short essay, research question, OR final proposal). If something happens and you need an 

extension, you may use this option for a three-day extension, no questions asked. Please email me 

before the deadline so I know you are using the extension. However, you can only use this option once 

during the semester, so plan accordingly. The “life happened” extension may not be used to 

reschedule exams. 

Similarly, you may use one free absence from class with no questions asked and no grade impact. For 

all other excused absences, please discuss with me ahead of time and provide a reason for your need to 

miss the session. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS COURSE WILL BE CONDUCTED IN LINE WITH MADISON 

COLLEGE AND MSU POLICIES ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY. Among other requirements, that 

means that you must cite the source of any and all facts or ideas in your written assignments. The Student 
Handbook states: 
“Academic Honesty: Article 2.III.B.2 of the Academic Freedom Report states: “The student shares with the 
faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards.” In 
addition, James Madison College adheres to the policies on academic honesty specified in General Student 
Regulation 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship 
and Grades; and Ordinance 17.00, Examinations. Therefore, unless authorized by your instructor, you are 
expected to complete all course assignments, including homework, lab work, quizzes, tests and exams, 
without assistance from any source. You are expected to develop original work for this course; therefore, you 
may not submit course work you completed for another course to satisfy the requirements for this 
course.  Also, you are not authorized to use the www.allmsu.com Web site to complete any course work in 
this course unless explicitly authorized by the professor. Students who violate MSU regulations on Protection 
of Scholarship and Grades may receive a failing grade in the course or on the assignment and be reported for 
academic integrity violations.” 

Please also remember that the internet is a powerful source of information. While it may ease your 

research efforts, it can also lead you to non-reputable resources and help to identify your use of other 

people’s work. 

Violations of academic dishonesty principles will result in punishments up to and including a 0.0 grade 

for the course. Under MSU guidelines, I must report all such incidents to the University. 

IF IN DOUBT, I WILL BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS THE PROPER COURSE OF ACTION. Past 

experience has shown that most errors are easily avoidable with a short discussion. 
 

http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/academic-freedom-for-students-at-michigan-state-university/article-2-academic-rights-and-responsibilities
http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/regulations/general-student-regulations
http://www.reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.asp?Section=534
http://www.reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.asp?Section=534
http://splife.studentlife.msu.edu/regulations/student-group-regulations-administrative-rulings-all-university-policies-and-selected-ordinances/examinations-ordinance-17-00
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Honors Option(s):  You may elect to participate in an honors section on media coverage of the international 

political economy, for honors credit. As per MSU rules, you must maintain at least a 3.5 grade in the course to 

be eligible for honors credit. To receive H-credit, you will participate in scheduled meetings and complete a 

semester-long media tracking exercise, as well as a short additional paper. The Honors option will begin during 

the week of January 27. Please contact Professor Axelrod as soon as possible if you would like to participate. 
 

Needed Accommodations for Course Activities and Assignments 

Requests for accommodations may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 

517-884-RPCD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been 

determined, you will be issued a Verified Individual Services Accommodation (VISA) form. Please present this 

form to me as soon as possible so that we can develop a plan that works best for your learning opportunities. 
 

MSU Limits to Confidentiality [statement by Dr. Paulette Granberry Russell (2015)] 

“[All] materials submitted for this class are generally considered confidential pursuant to the University’s 

student record policies. However, students should be aware that University employees, including instructors, 

may not be able to maintain confidentiality when it conflicts with their responsibility to report certain issues 

based on external legal obligations or that relate to the health and safety of MSU community members and 

others. As the instructor, I must report the following information to other University offices if you share it with 

me:  

• Suspected child abuse/neglect, even if this maltreatment happened when you were a child, 

• Allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment when they involve MSU students, faculty, or staff 

[even if they happened outside the MSU context], and  

• Credible threats of harm to oneself or to others.  

These reports may trigger contact from a campus official who will want to talk with you about the incident that 

you have shared. In almost all cases, it will be your decision whether you wish to speak with that individual. If 

you would like to talk about these events in a more confidential setting you are encouraged to make an 

appointment with the MSU Counseling Center.” 

Please note: I understand that gender-based violence and the other experiences listed above can undermine 

students’ academic success and I am committed to supporting survivors. In addition to the Counseling Center, 

additional confidential resources now exist, and I am happy to help you connect.  
 

Course Readings  
Please note that you should not accept course readings at face value. I have not chosen them because I agree 

with everything written, nor do I expect that you agree with their conclusions. You should know the authors’ 

arguments, but you are expected to read critically. I think these materials represent good entry points into the 

topics that we will study, and they generally do a good job of identifying the interesting issues related to those 

topics. However, you should approach readings (and statements in class) with a healthy degree of skepticism. 

When you confront an argument, I hope you will start by asking what evidence is available to support that 

argument. Following an analytical approach will help you gain a better understanding of the subject, and will 

make you a better student and scholar as well. 

Relatedly, please make sure evidence is drawn from reputable sources that have an incentive to provide accurate 

information. For suggestions on identifying valid news sources, in particular, see Professor Melissa Zimdars’ 

guidelines (https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/edit). 
 

You are expected to read all assigned materials before the session noted in this syllabus. As in all Madison 

College courses, I realize that there is a significant amount of reading assigned. This load is necessary to grasp 

broad theories of international political economy, while also applying them to real life situations. Class 

discussion will center around the assigned reading materials, particularly those drawn from news sources. As a 

result, you will need to be familiar with these events and ideas before coming to class, and you are also strongly 

encouraged to bring all materials with you for reference. I will often email reading questions in advance to help 

guide your preparation for class. 
 

1) The following textbook has been ordered by local student bookstores, though it may be available at a discount 

online. Balaam and Dillman provide a useful background for our studies of the international political economy. 

Balaam, David N., and Bradford Dillman. 2019 Introduction to international political economy. 7th ed. 

New York: Routledge. [Please make sure to get the 7th edition.] 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/edit
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2) As you will note, many of the readings are drawn from journals, magazines, or newspapers. These readings 

are equally, if not more, important for our class discussions. The D2L version of this syllabus contains 

hyperlinks to all news articles [NY Times articles, beyond the monthly allotment, are also available free online 

through the MSU Library]. Other materials are available online or through the MSU library website 

(www.lib.msu.edu), as noted [search by article title in the search box]. 
 

3) In addition, you are expected to keep track of news related to international relations and the global economy. 

The New York Times (available online at a discounted student rate) has excellent reporting on these topics, and 

you are expected to be aware of current events reported there. However, it is important to see other perspectives 

as well, so I encourage you to also look at other US and foreign news resources available online. For example, 

The Financial Times also provides good coverage of international economic issues, particularly those related to 

the European Union, and The Guardian is known for its coverage of economic development from a European 

perspective. One particularly good source for a developing country perspective in English is The Hindu 

(www.thehindu.com), published in Southern India. In addition to newspapers, I recommend Economic and 

Political Weekly (www.epw.in) for more in-depth analysis of developing country concerns. Many articles from 

these publications are listed in the syllabus, and these reports are part of your required class readings. You are 

expected to read them before, and be prepared to discuss them in, class. 
 

4) Finally, I will of course be happy to recommend supplementary readings on topics that interest you, or on 

which you are conducting research. 

Schedule and Assigned Readings [subject to change with reasonable notice] 
 

Introduction to issues and actors in the global political economy 

January 6 (Introduction) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 1 

Scott Horsley, “7 Days That Shook 7 Decades Of World Trade,” December 17, 2019 NPR All Things 

Considered (https://www.npr.org/2019/12/17/788969705/7-days-that-shook-7-decades-of-world-trade) 

Dylan Scott and Tara Golshan, “Joe Biden, Bernie Sanders, and Elizabeth Warren really do talk about trade 

differently,” Sep 13, 2019 Vox (https://www.vox.com/2019/9/13/20864189/democratic-debate-joe-biden-

bernie-sanders-elizabeth-warren-trade) 

Jackie Calmes, “Who Hates Free Trade Treaties? Surprisingly, Not Voters,” Sept. 21, 2016 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/22/us/politics/who-hates-trade-treaties-surprisingly-not-voters.html) 

Keni Lesa, “Samoa, Tokelau skip across international date line,” December 30, 2011 Associated Press via Sand 

Diego Union-Tribune (http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-samoa-tokelau-skip-across-

international-date-line-2011dec30-story.html) 

Recommended: 
Jeffrey Gettleman and Hari Kumar, “India’s Economic Woes Are Piercing Modi’s Aura of Invulnerability,” January 6, 

2018 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/06/world/asia/india-modi-economy.html) 

Thomas Erdbrink, “Economic Pain Looms Large for Iranians in Nuclear Negotiations,” October 28, 2014 New York Times 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/29/world/middleeast/iranians-hope-for-nuclear-deal-with-west-to-kick-start-

economy.html) 

Peter S. Goodman, “More Wealth, More Jobs, but Not for Everyone: What Fuels the Backlash on Trade,” Sept. 28, 2016 

New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-but-not-for-

everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html ) 

(especially for those who have not yet taken MC 220): Balaam/Dillman, chapter 9 

(especially for those who have not yet taken MC 220): Joseph S. Nye. Understanding international conflicts: an 

introduction to theory and history (newer version:  Understanding Global Conflict and Cooperation) 
 

January 8 (Stakeholders and their Roles in Economic Decision-Making) 
Lake, David A. 2010. "Rightful Rules: Authority, Order, and the Foundations of Global Governance." 

International Studies Quarterly 54 (3): (only pages 591-594 and 600-608) (available through 

www.lib.msu.edu – search for the article title, not the journal title)  

[note: “CRAs” = Credit Rating Agencies] 

Balaam/Dillman, chapter 6 (ONLY pages 133-140) 

 

  [January 8 readings continued on next page] 

http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.epw.in/
https://www.npr.org/2019/12/17/788969705/7-days-that-shook-7-decades-of-world-trade
https://www.vox.com/2019/9/13/20864189/democratic-debate-joe-biden-bernie-sanders-elizabeth-warren-trade
https://www.vox.com/2019/9/13/20864189/democratic-debate-joe-biden-bernie-sanders-elizabeth-warren-trade
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/22/us/politics/who-hates-trade-treaties-surprisingly-not-voters.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-samoa-tokelau-skip-across-international-date-line-2011dec30-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-samoa-tokelau-skip-across-international-date-line-2011dec30-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/06/world/asia/india-modi-economy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/29/world/middleeast/iranians-hope-for-nuclear-deal-with-west-to-kick-start-economy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/29/world/middleeast/iranians-hope-for-nuclear-deal-with-west-to-kick-start-economy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-but-not-for-everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-but-not-for-everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
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Danny Hakim, “U.S. Chamber of Commerce Works Globally to Fight Antismoking Measures,” June 30, 2015 

New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/01/business/international/us-chamber-works-globally-to-fight-antismoking-measures.html) 

Sabrina Tavernise, “New Global Fund to Help Countries Defend Smoking Laws,” March 18, 2015 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/19/health/new-global-fund-to-help-countries-defend-smoking-laws.html) 

David E. Sanger and John Markoff, “After Google’s Stand on China, U.S. Treads Lightly,”  

January 15, 2010 New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/15/world/asia/15diplo.html)  

Eric Lipton, Nicola Clark and Andrew W. Lehren, “Diplomats Help Push Sales of Jetliners on the Global 

Market,” January 2, 2011 New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/03/business/03wikileaks-boeing.html) 

Recommended:  
Keck, Margaret E., and Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. Activists beyond borders: advocacy networks in international politics. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press. (pages 41-51) [on reserve] 

Tallberg, Jonas, Lisa M. Dellmuth, Hans Agné, and Andreas Duit. 2018. "NGO Influence in International Organizations: 

Information, Access and Exchange." British Journal of Political Science 48 (1):213-38. 

Krasner, Stephen D. 1999. Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Enloe, Cynthia H. 1989/2000. Bananas, beaches & bases: making feminist sense of international politics. Berkeley:  

University of California Press. (especially chapters 6/7) (available in JMC library) 
 

Part 1: Theoretical Approaches 

January 13 (Mercantilism and Economic Nationalism) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 3 and pages 130-133 

Press Trust of India, “Centre tighten norms for e-commerce companies for sale of products,” Dec 26, 2018 The 

Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-tighten-norms-for-e-commerce-companies-for-sale-of-products/article25834562.ece) 

Tahiru Azaaviele Liedong, “Nigeria’s border closure has implications for Africa’s economic integration,” 

October 27, 2019 The Conversation (https://theconversation.com/nigerias-border-closure-has-implications-for-africas-

economic-integration-125592) 
Keith Bradsher, “China Stanches Flow of Money Out of the Country, Data Suggests,” April 7, 2016 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/08/business/dealbook/china-foreign-exchange-reserves-rise.html) 

Bikash Singh, “Bangladesh urges India to lift export ban on onion,” Oct 23, 2019 Economic Times 
(https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/bangladesh-urges-india-to-lift-export-ban-on-onion/articleshow/71716035.cms) 

Simon Romero and Raphael Minder, “Argentina to Seize Control of Oil Company,” April 16, 2012 New York 

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/17/business/global/argentine-president-to-nationalize-oil-company.html) 

Daniel Wallis, “Venezuela will not recognize World Bank ruling in Exxon case,” January 8, 2012 Reuters 
(http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/08/us-venezuela-exxonmobil-idUSTRE80701V20120108) 

Recommended:  

Krasner, Stephen D. 1976. "State Power and the Structure of International Trade." World Politics 28 (3):317-47. (available 

through www.lib.msu.edu) 

William Dalrymple, “The East India Company: The original corporate raiders,” 4 March 2015 The Guardian 

(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/04/east-india-company-original-corporate-raiders) 
 

January 15 (Liberal Economics and Institutionalism) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 2 

Trevor Noah, “Christine Lagarde - Economic Equity and the International Monetary Fund - Extended 

Interview,” June 17, 2019 The Daily Show with Trevor Noah (http://www.cc.com/video-clips/vwb61s/the-daily-

show-with-trevor-noah-christine-lagarde---economic-equity-and-the-international-monetary-fund---extended-interview) 
Ben McPartland, “Brexit: France to cut income tax and open international schools to entice London's bankers to 

Paris,” 7 July 2017 The Local (https://www.thelocal.fr/20170707/paris-to-open-three-more-international-schools-to-entice-brexit) 

Eduardo Porter, “NAFTA May Have Saved Many Autoworkers’ Jobs,” March 29, 2016 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/30/business/economy/nafta-may-have-saved-many-autoworkers-jobs.html) 

“Refinery Venture Reflects Easing of India-Pakistan Relations,” April 27, 2012 Bloomberg News 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/28/business/global/refinery-venture-reflects-easing-of-india-pakistan-relations.html) 

“Chinese Government Abolishes Rare Earth Export Quotas,” 15 January 2015 BRIDGES Weekly Trade News 

Digest 19(1) (http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/chinese-government-abolishes-rare-earth-export-quotas) 
Recommended: Nye, Joseph S. 2000. Understanding international conflicts: an introduction to theory and history.  

3rd ed. New York: Addison Wesley Longman (especially pages 177-194) [or newer version] 
 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/01/business/international/us-chamber-works-globally-to-fight-antismoking-measures.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/19/health/new-global-fund-to-help-countries-defend-smoking-laws.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/15/world/asia/15diplo.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/03/business/03wikileaks-boeing.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/centre-tighten-norms-for-e-commerce-companies-for-sale-of-products/article25834562.ece
https://theconversation.com/nigerias-border-closure-has-implications-for-africas-economic-integration-125592
https://theconversation.com/nigerias-border-closure-has-implications-for-africas-economic-integration-125592
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/08/business/dealbook/china-foreign-exchange-reserves-rise.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/bangladesh-urges-india-to-lift-export-ban-on-onion/articleshow/71716035.cms
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/17/business/global/argentine-president-to-nationalize-oil-company.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/08/us-venezuela-exxonmobil-idUSTRE80701V20120108
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/04/east-india-company-original-corporate-raiders
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/vwb61s/the-daily-show-with-trevor-noah-christine-lagarde---economic-equity-and-the-international-monetary-fund---extended-interview
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/vwb61s/the-daily-show-with-trevor-noah-christine-lagarde---economic-equity-and-the-international-monetary-fund---extended-interview
https://www.thelocal.fr/20170707/paris-to-open-three-more-international-schools-to-entice-brexit
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/30/business/economy/nafta-may-have-saved-many-autoworkers-jobs.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/28/business/global/refinery-venture-reflects-easing-of-india-pakistan-relations.html
http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/chinese-government-abolishes-rare-earth-export-quotas
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January 20 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – NO CLASS, MSU CELEBRATION OF DR. KING 
Please consider attending related events on campus (http://www.inclusion.msu.edu/awards-

programs/king/index.html), in the community (https://www.lansingmi.gov/942/MLK-Jr-Holiday-

Commission), or on your own. 

 

January 22 (Marxist and Structuralist Understandings) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 4 

Mark Anderson, “Aid to Africa: donations from west mask '$60bn looting' of continent,” 15 July 2014 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jul/15/aid-africa-west-looting-continent) 

Mark Landler and James Risen, “Trump Finds Reason for the U.S. to Remain in Afghanistan: Minerals,” July 

25, 2017 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/world/asia/afghanistan-trump-mineral-deposits.html) 

Brook Larmer, “Is China the World’s New Colonial Power?” May 2, 2017 New York Times Magazine 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/02/magazine/is-china-the-worlds-new-colonial-power.html) 

Alec Hogg, “As inequality soars, the nervous super rich are already planning their escapes,” 23 Jan 2015 The 

Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2015/jan/23/nervous-super-rich-planning-escapes-davos-2015) 

David Pilling, “A revolution in Africa’s relations with France is afoot,” January 1, 2020 Financial Times 
(https://www.ft.com/content/8894ad6e-2650-11ea-9a4f-963f0ec7e134) 

Bhagirath Lal Das, “Some Preliminary Thoughts on New International Economic Cooperation,” November 27, 

2010 Economic and Political Weekly (available through www.lib.msu.edu) 

Recommended:  
Chimni, B. S. 2004. "International Institutions Today: An Imperial Global State in the Making." European Journal of 

International Law 15 (1):1-37. (available through www.lib.msu.edu) 

Moore, Sharlissa. 2018. “Neo-colonial or not? Evaluating North-South-South Partnership on Electricity Integration in the 

Mediterranean.” In Sustainable Energy Transformations, Power and Politics: Morocco and the Mediterranean. 
 

January 27 (Alternative Approaches – Feminism, Constructivism, and Alternative Economic 

Measurements) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 5 

Mayra Buvinic and Ruth Levine, “Leaving women out of development statistics just doesn't add up,” 7 April 

2016 The Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/07/leaving-women-girls-out-of-development-statistics-doesnt-add-up) 

Allegra Stratton, “David Cameron aims to make happiness the new GDP,” November 15, 2010 The Guardian 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/nov/14/david-cameron-wellbeing-inquiry) 

Recommended: Isobel Coleman,“The Better Half: Helping Women Help the World,” Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 2010. 

 

Part 2: Analyzing 4 Types of Transboundary Flows through IPE Theoretical Perspectives 
 

Part 2a: Product Flows - Trade 

January 29 (International Trade) 

[SHORT ESSAY DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS] 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 7 

Ian Traynor, “Beer tax dispute deepens as Belgium accuses France of protectionism,” December 4, 2012 The 

Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/04/beer-tax-dispute-belgium-france) 

Vincent Tullo, “VIDEO: How Bananas Can Explain Trade Wars,” March 24, 2018 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/24/business/economy/how-trade-wars-begin.html) 

Recommended: 

Sobel, Andrew Carl. 2006. Political Economy and Global Affairs. Washington, DC: CQ Press. (pages 119-125 on 

“Absolute Advantage” and “Comparative Advantage”) [reserve] 

Baldwin, Richard. 2014. WTO 2.0: Governance of 21st century trade. The Review of International Organizations 9 (2): 

261-283. (www.lib.msu.edu) 

Evenett, Simon J. 2014. The Doha Round impasse: A graphical account. The Review of International Organizations 9 (2): 

143-162. (www.lib.msu.edu) 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.inclusion.msu.edu/awards-programs/king/index.html
http://www.inclusion.msu.edu/awards-programs/king/index.html
https://www.lansingmi.gov/942/MLK-Jr-Holiday-Commission
https://www.lansingmi.gov/942/MLK-Jr-Holiday-Commission
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jul/15/aid-africa-west-looting-continent
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/world/asia/afghanistan-trump-mineral-deposits.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/02/magazine/is-china-the-worlds-new-colonial-power.html
https://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2015/jan/23/nervous-super-rich-planning-escapes-davos-2015
https://www.ft.com/content/8894ad6e-2650-11ea-9a4f-963f0ec7e134
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/07/leaving-women-girls-out-of-development-statistics-doesnt-add-up
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/nov/14/david-cameron-wellbeing-inquiry
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/04/beer-tax-dispute-belgium-france
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/24/business/economy/how-trade-wars-begin.html
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
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February 3 (Domestic Politics of Trade Relations) 
Peter S. Goodman, “More Wealth, More Jobs, but Not for Everyone: What Fuels the Backlash on Trade,” Sept. 

28, 2016 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-

but-not-for-everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html) 

Aaron Selbig, “As U.S. Steelmakers Cheer Tariffs, A Michigan Factory's Future Looks Bleak,” March 8, 2018 

NPR Morning Edition (https://www.npr.org/2018/03/08/591384442/as-u-s-steelmakers-cheer-tariffs-a-michigan-factorys-future-looks-bleak) 

Eduardo Porter and Karl Russell, “Firing Back at Trump in the Trade War With Tariffs Aimed at His Base,” 

Oct. 3, 2018 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/03/business/economy/china-tariff-retaliation.html) 

Hiroko Tabuchi, “Japan’s Farmers Oppose Pacific Free-Trade Talks,” November 12, 2010 New York  

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/12/business/global/12yen.html)  

Stephanie Strom, “Mexican Tomato Growers Offer New Trade Deal,” October 18, 2012 New York Times 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/19/business/global/mexican-tomato-growers-make-offer-to-revise-a-trade-deal.html) 

Revisit readings from January 6 

Recommended: 
Mayer, Frederick. 1998. Interpreting NAFTA: the science and art of political analysis. New York: Columbia University 

Press, chapter 7 (available as e-book through MSU Library website) 

Scott Horsley, “Businesses Duck And Cover As Trump Says Trade War Is 'Easy To Win',” March 2, 2018 NPR’s All 

Things Considered (https://www.npr.org/2018/03/02/590384241/economists-worry-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-could-start-trade-war) 
“US Presidential Contenders Spar on Trade As White House Continues TPP Push,” BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest 

20(9), 10 March 2016 (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/us-presidential-contenders-spar-on-trade-as-white-house-continues-tpp-push) 
 

February 5 (Trade Law and Product Regulation) 
Mattli, Walter, and Tim Büthe. 2003. "Setting International Standards: Technological Rationality or Primacy of 

Power?" World Politics 56 (1):1-42  (READ ONLY pp. 1-11) (www.lib.msu.edu) 

Ana Swanson, “Trump Cripples W.T.O. as Trade War Rages,” Dec. 8, 2019 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/08/business/trump-trade-war-wto.html) 

Nick Cumming-Bruce, “U.S. Will Remain in Postal Treaty After Emergency Talks,” September 25, 2019 New 

York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/25/business/universal-postal-union-withdraw.html) 

Gardiner Harris, “Medicines Made in India Set Off Safety Worries,” February 14, 2014 New York Times 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/15/world/asia/medicines-made-in-india-set-off-safety-worries.html) 

“Five Years After Rana Plaza Disaster, Trade Officials Review Sustainability Compact Results,” 5 July 2018 

BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/five-years-after-rana-

plaza-disaster-trade-officials-review-sustainability) 
Lynnley Browning, “Companies Struggle to Comply With Rules on Conflict Minerals,” Sept. 7, 2015 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/dealbook/companies-struggle-to-comply-with-conflict-minerals-rule.html) 

“Mexico appeals WTO compliance report in tuna labelling dispute,” BRIDGES BioRes 16 July 2015 
(https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/biores/news/mexico-appeals-wto-compliance-report-in-tuna-labelling-

dispute) [see updates at www.wto.org (search for “DS381”) 

Vanessa Mock, “Canada Gets EU Oil Sands Reprieve,” October 7, 2014 Wall Street Journal 
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/canada-gets-eu-oil-sands-reprieve-1412676002) (may require logging in through 

www.lib.msu.edu) 

Recommended: 
Drezner, Daniel W. 2001. "Globalization and Policy Convergence." International Studies Review 3:53-78. 

Krasner, Stephen D. 1991. "Global communications and national power: life on the Pareto frontier." World Politics 43 

(3):336-66. 
 

February 10 (Trade Law Simulation) – WTO Dispute Settlement simulation in class 

Case materials will be posted on D2L. For this experience to be meaningful, it is essential that you 

read the materials carefully and prepare in advance. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-but-not-for-everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/business/economy/more-wealth-more-jobs-but-not-for-everyone-what-fuels-the-backlash-on-trade.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/03/08/591384442/as-u-s-steelmakers-cheer-tariffs-a-michigan-factorys-future-looks-bleak
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/03/business/economy/china-tariff-retaliation.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/12/business/global/12yen.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/19/business/global/mexican-tomato-growers-make-offer-to-revise-a-trade-deal.html?emc=eta1
https://www.npr.org/2018/03/02/590384241/economists-worry-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-could-start-trade-war
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/us-presidential-contenders-spar-on-trade-as-white-house-continues-tpp-push
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/08/business/trump-trade-war-wto.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/25/business/universal-postal-union-withdraw.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/15/world/asia/medicines-made-in-india-set-off-safety-worries.html
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/five-years-after-rana-plaza-disaster-trade-officials-review-sustainability
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/five-years-after-rana-plaza-disaster-trade-officials-review-sustainability
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/dealbook/companies-struggle-to-comply-with-conflict-minerals-rule.html
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/biores/news/mexico-appeals-wto-compliance-report-in-tuna-labelling-dispute
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/biores/news/mexico-appeals-wto-compliance-report-in-tuna-labelling-dispute
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/canada-gets-eu-oil-sands-reprieve-1412676002
http://www.lib.msu.edu/


MC221 Syllabus (Spring 2020 – Politics of International Economic Relations) 

 8 

Part 2b: People Flows – Labor, Migration and Service Provision 

February 12 (Migration/Labor) – discussion will spill over to February 15 
Balaam/Dillman, pages 331-335 and 472-481 

Heather Timmons, “Outsourcing to India Draws Western Lawyers,” August 5, 2010 New York Times 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/05/business/global/05legal.html) 

Hiroko Tabuchi, “Japan Keeps a High Wall for Foreign Labor,” January 3, 2011 New York Times  
(http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/03/world/asia/03japan.html) 

Somini Sengupta, “U.N. Drafts Agreement on Refugees and Migrants,” Aug. 2, 2016 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/03/world/un-united-nations-refugees-migrants-agreement.html) 

Eduardo Porter, “Short of Workers, U.S. Builders and Farmers Crave More Immigrants,” April 3, 2019 New 

York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/business/economy/immigration-labor-economy.html) 

Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura, “Exodus of Foreign Workers Leaves British Employers in the Lurch,” Dec. 16, 

2017 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/world/europe/britain-european-union-farming-immigration-labor-shortage.html) 

Dan Bilefsky, “Sweden and Denmark Add Border Checks to Stem Flow of Migrants,” Jan. 4, 2016 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/05/world/europe/sweden-denmark-border-check-migrants.html) 

Ben McPartland, “France's 20 measures to 'take back control' on immigration” 6 November 2019 The Local 
(https://www.thelocal.fr/20191106/how-france-plans-to-toughen-rules-on-immigration) 

Liz Alderman and James Kanter, “Europe’s Border Checks Become Economic Choke Points,” March 1, 2016 

New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/02/business/international/europes-new-border-controls-exact-a-cost.html) 

James Kanter, “E.U. Moves Against 3 Countries That Don’t Take Refugees,” June 13, 2017 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/13/world/europe/eu-refugees-czech-republic-hungary-poland.html) 

Michael Peel, “The EU’s migration deal: what leaders have agreed,” June 29, 2018 Financial Times 
(https://www.ft.com/content/0779ff10-7bb4-11e8-bc55-50daf11b720d) 

Chris Scicluna, “Five EU states agree migration deal, look for broader backing,” September 23, 2019 Reuters 
(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-meeting/five-eu-states-agree-migration-deal-look-for-broader-backing-idUSKBN1W81W5) 

Georgina Gustin and Mariana Henninger, “Central America’s choice: Pray for rain or migrate,” July 9, 2019 

NBC News (https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/central-america-drying-farmers-face-choice-pray-rain-or-leave-n1027346) 

The White House, “FACT SHEET:  Immigration Accountability Executive Action,” November 20, 2014 
(https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/20/fact-sheet-immigration-accountability-executive-action) 

“Bipartisan Framework for Immigration Reform” (http://www.flake.senate.gov/documents/immigration_reform.pdf) 

Elizabeth Redden, “China Issues Warning to U.S.-Bound Students,” June 4, 2019 Inside Higher Ed 
(https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us) 

“India Files WTO Challenge Against US Visa Fee Increases,” 10 March 2016 BRIDGES Weekly Trade News 

Digest 20(9) (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/india-files-wto-challenge-against-us-visa-fee-increases) 

Danielle Kurtzeleben, “Analysis – FACT CHECK: Are DACA Recipients Stealing Jobs Away From Other 

Americans?” September 6, 2017 National Public Radio (https://www.npr.org/2017/09/06/548882071/fact-check-

are-daca-recipients-stealing-jobs-away-from-other-americans) 
Recommended:  

Clemens, Michael A., Çağlar Özden, and Hillel Rapoport. 2014. Migration and Development Research is Moving Far 

Beyond Remittances. World Development 64 (0): 121-124. (available through er.lib.msu.edu) 

Eric Lipton and Somini Sengupta, “Latest Product From Tech Firms: An Immigration Bill,” May 4, 2013 New York Times 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/05/us/politics/tech-firms-take-lead-in-lobbying-on-immigration.html)  

 

February 17 (Brain Drain) 

[PRELIMINARY RESEARCH QUESTION DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS] 
Balaam/Dillman, pages 265-267 

Liz Alderman, “Greece May Be Turning a Corner. Greeks Who Fled Are Staying Put.” June 5, 2018 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/05/business/greece-germany-economy-bailout.html) 

Saeed Kamali Dehghan, “Iranian president tweets bare-headed photo of Maryam Mirzakhani,” 15 August 2014 

The Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/15/maryam-mirzakhani-brain-drain-iran-president-tweet-photo) 

Sharon LaFraniere, “Fighting Trend, China Is Luring Scientists Home,” January 7, 2010, New York Times  
(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/07/world/asia/07scholar.html) 

Dustin Roasa, “Malaysia at economic crossroads as it fights the great brain drain,” April 22, 2011 The Guardian 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/apr/21/malaysia-fights-brain-drain) 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/05/business/global/05legal.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/03/world/asia/03japan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/03/world/un-united-nations-refugees-migrants-agreement.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/business/economy/immigration-labor-economy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/world/europe/britain-european-union-farming-immigration-labor-shortage.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/05/world/europe/sweden-denmark-border-check-migrants.html
https://www.thelocal.fr/20191106/how-france-plans-to-toughen-rules-on-immigration
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/02/business/international/europes-new-border-controls-exact-a-cost.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/13/world/europe/eu-refugees-czech-republic-hungary-poland.html
https://www.ft.com/content/0779ff10-7bb4-11e8-bc55-50daf11b720d
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-meeting/five-eu-states-agree-migration-deal-look-for-broader-backing-idUSKBN1W81W5
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/central-america-drying-farmers-face-choice-pray-rain-or-leave-n1027346
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/20/fact-sheet-immigration-accountability-executive-action
http://www.flake.senate.gov/documents/immigration_reform.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/india-files-wto-challenge-against-us-visa-fee-increases
https://www.npr.org/2017/09/06/548882071/fact-check-are-daca-recipients-stealing-jobs-away-from-other-americans
https://www.npr.org/2017/09/06/548882071/fact-check-are-daca-recipients-stealing-jobs-away-from-other-americans
http://er.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/05/us/politics/tech-firms-take-lead-in-lobbying-on-immigration.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/05/business/greece-germany-economy-bailout.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/15/maryam-mirzakhani-brain-drain-iran-president-tweet-photo
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/07/world/asia/07scholar.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/apr/21/malaysia-fights-brain-drain
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Part 2c: Information Flows – Technology and Intellectual Property 

February 19 (Technology Transfer and Intellectual Property) 

Balaam/Dillman, remainder of chapter 10 

Andrew Jacobs, “China Further Tightens Grip on the Internet,” Jan. 29, 2015 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/world/asia/china-clamps-down-still-harder-on-internet-access.html) 

Charles Arthur, “Internet remains unregulated after UN treaty blocked,” December 14, 2012 The Guardian 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2012/dec/14/telecoms-treaty-internet-unregulated) 

Mark Scott, “Europe Approves New Trans-Atlantic Data Transfer Deal,” July 12, 2016 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/technology/europe-eu-us-privacy-shield.html) 

David Greene, “Why A Europe-Wide Data Protection Law Matters To Others,” May 25, 2018 NPR Morning 

Edition (https://www.npr.org/2018/05/25/614315913/why-a-europe-wide-data-protection-law-matters) 

Gardiner Harris and Katie Thomas, “Low-Cost Drugs in Poor Nations Get a Lift in Indian Court,” April 1, 2013 

New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/02/business/global/top-court-in-india-rejects-novartis-drug-patent.html)  

Dominic Rushe, “US pressured Spain to implement online piracy law, leaked files shows,” January 5, 2012 The 

Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2012/jan/05/us-pressured-spain-online-piracy) 

Paige McClanahan, “US film industry tries to weaken copyright treaty for blind people,” 24 June 2013 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/24/us-film-industry-copyright-blind) 

“WIPO Adopts Treaty for Visually Impaired in Marrakesh,” BRIDGES Weekly Trade News Digest 17(24), 4 

July 2013 (http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/issue-archive/wipo-adopts-treaty-for-visually-impaired-in-marrakesh) 

Recommended: 
Mazhar Zaidi, “Opinion: Why Can’t Pakistan Afford to Ban Indian Movies?,” July 1, 2019 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/01/opinion/india-pakistan-movie-ban.html) 
Michaleen Doucleff, “Merck Pulls Out Of Agreement To Supply Life-Saving Vaccine To Millions Of Kids,” November 1, 

2018 NPR Morning Edition (https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/11/01/655844287/merck-pulls-out-

of-agreement-to-supply-life-saving-vaccine-to-millions-of-kids) 
 

February 24 (Information Flows continued; and catching up if behind) 
Jim Yardley, “Darjeeling Tea Growers Get Protection From E.U.,” December 16, 2012 New York Times 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/17/world/asia/darjeeling-tea-growers-get-protection-from-european-union.html) 
David Smith, “South Africa fights to protect rooibos tea name after French trademark bid,” 25 July 2013 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/25/south-africa-rooibos-tea-france) 

Dwijen Rangnekar, “The Pros and Cons of Stronger Geographical Indication Protection,” Bridges,  

March/April 2002 (http://www.iprsonline.org/ictsd/docs/RangnekarBridgesYear6N3MarchApril2002.pdf)  
Recommended: Commission on Intellectual Property Rights, Integrating Intellectual Property Rights and Development 

Policy (2002), chapter 4. 
 

February 25 – Review Session for Midterm Exam, Time/Place to be determined 
 

February 26 [Midterm, covering all material through February 24] 

 

[March 2 and 4 - NO CLASS, Spring Break] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/30/world/asia/china-clamps-down-still-harder-on-internet-access.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2012/dec/14/telecoms-treaty-internet-unregulated
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/technology/europe-eu-us-privacy-shield.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/05/25/614315913/why-a-europe-wide-data-protection-law-matters
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/02/business/global/top-court-in-india-rejects-novartis-drug-patent.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2012/jan/05/us-pressured-spain-online-piracy
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/24/us-film-industry-copyright-blind
http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/issue-archive/wipo-adopts-treaty-for-visually-impaired-in-marrakesh
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/01/opinion/india-pakistan-movie-ban.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/11/01/655844287/merck-pulls-out-of-agreement-to-supply-life-saving-vaccine-to-millions-of-kids
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/11/01/655844287/merck-pulls-out-of-agreement-to-supply-life-saving-vaccine-to-millions-of-kids
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/17/world/asia/darjeeling-tea-growers-get-protection-from-european-union.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/25/south-africa-rooibos-tea-france
http://www.iprsonline.org/ictsd/docs/RangnekarBridgesYear6N3MarchApril2002.pdf
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Part 2d: Money Flows – Exchange Rates, Finance, and Investment 

March 9 (Money and Exchange Rates) – discussion will continue into March 11 class 
Balaam/Dillman, pages 192-203 

Arwa Mahdawi, “Bitcoin: more than just the currency of digital vice,” 4 March 2013 The Guardian 

(http://www.theguardian.com/business/2013/mar/04/bitcoin-currency-of-vice) 

Elisabeth Malkin, “Mexico Hesitates to Intervene as Rising Peso Pressures Its Exports,” February 8, 2011 New 

York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/09/business/global/09peso.html) 

Graeme Wearden, “Swiss bid to peg 'safe haven' franc to the euro stuns currency traders,” September 7, 2011 

The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2011/sep/06/switzerland-pegs-swiss-franc-euro) 

Jeanna Smialek and Karl Russell, “As Recession Concerns Mount, Dozens of Central Banks Are Cutting Rates,” 

Aug. 15, 2019 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/15/business/economy/central-bank-rate-cuts.html) 

Shaun Walker and Dan Roberts, “Rouble crashes to dramatic low amid frantic central bank rate rise,” 16 

December 2014 The Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/dec/16/russia-rouble-frantic-central-bank-hike-putin) 

Hiroko Tabuchi, “Toyota Feels Exchange-Rate Pinch as Rivals Gain,” September 2, 2010 New York  

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/03/business/global/03toyota.html)  

U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Press Release: Treasury Designates China as a Currency Manipulator,” 

August 5, 2019 (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm751) 

Peter Clottey, “Malawi Groups Plan Nationwide Protests,” December 30, 2012 Voice of America 

(http://www.voanews.com/content/malawi-group-plan-nationwide-protests/1574892.html) 
Recommended:  

Benjamin J. Cohen, “The Triad and the Unholy Trinity: Problems of International Monetary Cooperation,” chapter 15 in 

Frieden, Jeffry A., and David A. Lake. 1999. International Political Economy: Perspectives on Global Power and 

Wealth. (Available as e-book through MSU Library website) 

Terry Gross, “Once An Underground Currency, Bitcoin Emerges As 'A New Way To Track Information',” Nov. 9, 2017 

NPR Fresh Air Podcast (https://www.npr.org/2017/11/09/563050434/once-an-underground-currency-bitcoin-emerges-as-a-

new-way-to-track-information) 

John Oliver, “Cryptocurrencies,” Mar. 11, 2018 Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6iDZspbRMg) 
 

March 11 (Finance and Foreign Direct Investment) – and money discussion continued 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 6 (part is repeated from January 8 readings) 

Raphael Minder and Landon Thomas Jr., “Billionaire Drops Plan for Casino in Spain,” December 13, 2013 New 

York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/14/business/international/las-vegas-sands-drops-giant-spanish-casino-project.html) 

Randal C. Archibold and Elisabeth Malkin, “Mexico’s Pride, Oil, May Be Opened to Outsiders,” Dec. 12, 2013 

New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/13/world/americas/mexico-oil.html) 

Diana Villiers Negroponte, “Mexico’s Energy Reforms Become Law,” August 14, 2014 Brookings 
(https://www.brookings.edu/articles/mexicos-energy-reforms-become-law/) 

Keith Bradsher, “India’s Manufacturing Sector Courts the World, but Pitfalls Remain,” Oct. 14, 2015 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/15/business/international/indias-manufacturing-sector-courts-the-world-but-pitfalls-remain.html) 

Ravi Nessman, “Indian strike against reforms shuts trains, shops,” September 20, 2012 Associated Press 
(http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-indian-strike-against-reforms-shuts-trains-shops-2012sep20-story.html) 

Nathaniel Meyersohn and Julia Horowitz, “Broadcomm Officially Ends Bid for Qualcomm,” March 14, 2018 

CNN Business (https://money.cnn.com/2018/03/14/news/companies/broadcom-qualcomm-deal-trump/index.html) 

Maria Abi-Habib, “How China Got Sri Lanka to Cough Up a Port,” June 25, 2018 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/25/world/asia/china-sri-lanka-port.html) 

Clifford Krauss and Keith Bradsher, “China’s Global Ambitions, Cash and Strings Attached,” July 24, 2015 

New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/business/international/chinas-global-ambitions-with-

loans-and-strings-attached.html) 
Revisit from earlier in the semester: 

Simon Romero and Raphael Minder, “Argentina to Seize Control of Oil Company,” April 16, 2012 New York 

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/17/business/global/argentine-president-to-nationalize-oil-company.html) 

Daniel Wallis, “Venezuela will not recognize World Bank ruling in Exxon case,” January 8, 2012 Reuters 
(http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/08/us-venezuela-exxonmobil-idUSTRE80701V20120108) 

Recommended: 

Beazer, Quintin H., and Daniel J. Blake. 2018. "The Conditional Nature of Political Risk: How Home Institutions Influence 

the Location of Foreign Direct Investment." American Journal of Political Science 62 (2):470-85. 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2013/mar/04/bitcoin-currency-of-vice
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/09/business/global/09peso.html?emc=eta1
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2011/sep/06/switzerland-pegs-swiss-franc-euro
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/15/business/economy/central-bank-rate-cuts.html
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/dec/16/russia-rouble-frantic-central-bank-hike-putin
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/03/business/global/03toyota.html
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm751
http://www.voanews.com/content/malawi-group-plan-nationwide-protests/1574892.html
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/09/563050434/once-an-underground-currency-bitcoin-emerges-as-a-new-way-to-track-information
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/09/563050434/once-an-underground-currency-bitcoin-emerges-as-a-new-way-to-track-information
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6iDZspbRMg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/14/business/international/las-vegas-sands-drops-giant-spanish-casino-project.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/13/world/americas/mexico-oil.html
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/mexicos-energy-reforms-become-law/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/15/business/international/indias-manufacturing-sector-courts-the-world-but-pitfalls-remain.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-indian-strike-against-reforms-shuts-trains-shops-2012sep20-story.html
https://money.cnn.com/2018/03/14/news/companies/broadcom-qualcomm-deal-trump/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/25/world/asia/china-sri-lanka-port.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/business/international/chinas-global-ambitions-with-loans-and-strings-attached.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/26/business/international/chinas-global-ambitions-with-loans-and-strings-attached.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/17/business/global/argentine-president-to-nationalize-oil-company.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/08/us-venezuela-exxonmobil-idUSTRE80701V20120108
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Shah Tarzi, “Third World Governments and Multinational Corporations: Dynamics of Host’s Bargaining Power,” chapter 

10 in Frieden, Jeffry A., and David A. Lake. 1999. International Political Economy: Perspectives on Global 

Power and Wealth. (Available through MSU Library website). 
 

 

Until at least April 20, please join class via Zoom: https://jmc.msu.edu/zoom/ 

If you have any difficulties using this medium, please let me know 

 

March 16 (FINISH DISCUSSION ON FINANCE AND FDI – NO NEW READINGS) 

 

March 18 (Library Session with Emilia Marcyk) – will be held at the regular class zoom link 

 

March 23 (Sovereign Debt and Default, and Monetary/Financial Crises) 
Nicholas Casey and Clifford Krauss, “It Doesn’t Matter if Ecuador Can Afford This Dam. China Still Gets 

Paid.” Dec. 24, 2018 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/24/world/americas/ecuador-china-dam.html) 

Sebastian Abbot, “Pakistan, IMF agree to $5.3 billion bailout,” July 4, 2013 Associated Press 
(https://www.ajc.com/news/world/pakistan-imf-agree-billion-bailout/gC5GjXSfR9skWqNKbsxCRL/) [NOTE NEW LINK] 

Stephen Castle, “E.C.B. Threatened to End Funding Unless Ireland Took Bailout, Letters Show,” November 6, 

2014 New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/07/business/international/ecb-threatened-to-end-

funding-unless-ireland-took-bailout-letters-show.html) 

Claire Provost, “UK development bank plans raise fears of loading debt on to poor countries,” 27 June 2013 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/27/uk-development-bank-debt) 

Jürgen Kaiser and Tim Jones, “Grenada's proposed debt deal could have implications for billions of people,” 1 

July 2013 The Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/jul/01/grenada-debt-relief-caribbean) 

Carey L. Biron, “Norway blazes a trail with audit of developing world debt,” 20 August 2013 The Guardian 
(http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/aug/20/norway-audit-developing-world-debt) 

Balaam/Dillman, pages 203-209220 and 304-305 

Andrew Higgins, “Used to Hardship, Latvia Accepts Austerity, and Its Pain Eases,” January 1, 2013 New York 

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/02/world/europe/used-to-hardship-latvia-accepts-austerity-and-its-pain-eases.html) 

Landon Thomas Jr., “A Debate Rages in Iceland: Independence vs. I.M.F. Cash,” July 27, 2009,  New  

York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/business/global/28iceland.html)  

Liz Alderman, “Portugal Dared to Cast Aside Austerity. It’s Having a Major Revival.” July 22, 2018 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/22/business/portugal-economy-austerity.html) 

“Greece emerges from eurozone bailout programme,” 20 August 2018 BBC News 
(https://www.bbc.com/news/business-45243088) 

Recommended: Tomz, Michael. 2007. Reputation and international cooperation: sovereign debt across three centuries. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Recommended: Stiglitz, Joseph E. 2000. "What I Learned at the World Economic Crisis." The New Republic 
(http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/critics/2000/whatilearned.htm)  

 

March 25 (Monetary and Financial Crises, and Sovereign Default) 
Prepare to Discuss in detail: Pravin v. Peru, US Court of Appeals, 109 F.3d 850, 854 (2d Cir. 1997).  

(http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=2nd&navby=case&no=967183) 

Alexandra Stevenson and Jonathan Gilbert, “Argentina Reaches Deal with Hedge Funds over Debt,” Feb. 29, 

2016 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/01/business/dealbook/argentina-reaches-deal-with-hedge-funds-over-debt.html) 
 

Interlude: Regionalism 

March 30 (Regionalism – Trade, Money, and Regulation – and Brexit) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 12 [MAY REDUCE THIS READING] 

John Vidal, “EU court rules UK government must clean up dangerous air pollution,” 19 November 2014 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/nov/19/eu-court-rules-uk-government-must-clean-up-dangerous-air-pollution) 

James Kanter, “E.U. Ministers Spar as Bloc’s Promise of Free Movement Wavers,” Jan. 25, 2016 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/26/world/europe/eu-ministers-spar-as-blocs-promise-of-free-movement-wavers.html) 

Danny Hakim, “Welsh Reject E.U., but Its Money Will Be Missed,” July 5, 2016 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/06/business/international/welsh-reject-eu-but-its-money-will-be-missed.html) 

https://jmc.msu.edu/zoom/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/24/world/americas/ecuador-china-dam.html
https://www.ajc.com/news/world/pakistan-imf-agree-billion-bailout/gC5GjXSfR9skWqNKbsxCRL/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/07/business/international/ecb-threatened-to-end-funding-unless-ireland-took-bailout-letters-show.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/07/business/international/ecb-threatened-to-end-funding-unless-ireland-took-bailout-letters-show.html
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/27/uk-development-bank-debt
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/jul/01/grenada-debt-relief-caribbean
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/aug/20/norway-audit-developing-world-debt
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/02/world/europe/used-to-hardship-latvia-accepts-austerity-and-its-pain-eases.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/business/global/28iceland.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/22/business/portugal-economy-austerity.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-45243088
http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/critics/2000/whatilearned.htm
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgi-bin/getcase.pl?court=2nd&navby=case&no=967183
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/01/business/dealbook/argentina-reaches-deal-with-hedge-funds-over-debt.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/nov/19/eu-court-rules-uk-government-must-clean-up-dangerous-air-pollution
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/26/world/europe/eu-ministers-spar-as-blocs-promise-of-free-movement-wavers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/06/business/international/welsh-reject-eu-but-its-money-will-be-missed.html
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Stephen Castle, “U.K.’s Next Brexit Agony: What Sort of Trade Deal?,” Dec. 17, 2017 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/17/world/europe/uk-brexit-trade-deal-eu.html) 

Gavin Finch, Hayley Warren and Tim Coulter, “Frankfurt Is the Big Winner in Battle for Brexit Bankers,” Sept. 

28, 2017 Bloomberg News (https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-brexit-bankers/) 

David Segal, “Brexit Is Messy. London’s Lawyers Are Cashing In.” March 31, 2019 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/31/business/law-firms-brexit.html) 

George Parker, Sebastian Payne, James Blitz, Laura Hughes Jim Brunsden, “Boris Johnson calls for ‘healing’ 

after crushing UK election victory,” December 13, 2019 Financial Times 
(https://www.ft.com/content/da03f5b8-1d1f-11ea-97df-cc63de1d73f4) 

Simon Allison, “Africa’s free trade fairy tale,” 22 Mar 2018 Mail & Guardian (https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-22-

africas-free-trade-fairy-tale) 
Recommended: 
Cooley, Alexander, and Hendrik Spruyt. 2009. Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, chapter 5 [available online: search book title on www.lib.msu.edu] 
 

Part 3: Applying Lessons to Pressing Global Issues 

Part 3a: Development and Poverty 

March 30 April 1 (Economic Development Strategies) 
Balaam/Dillman, chapter 11, 343-346, and select one of: Brazil (350-354), India (354-360), OR China (360-

369) 

Jane Perlez, “China Creates a World Bank of Its Own, and the U.S. Balks,” Dec. 4, 2015 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/05/business/international/china-creates-an-asian-bank-as-the-us-stands-aloof.html) 

Afua Hirsch, “'Africapitalism' promises new model of African self-empowerment,” 26 June 2013 The Guardian 
(http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/26/africapitalism-african-self-empowerment) 

Recommended: 

Sewell Chan and David Jolly, “U.S. Pressures I.M.F. to Expand Role of Growing Economies,” September 10, 2010  

New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/10/business/global/10imf.html)  

Drezner, Daniel W. 2007. The New New World Order. Foreign Affairs 86 (2):34-46. (www.lib.msu.edu) 
 

April 6 (Economic Development and Poverty – Measuring Poverty/Hunger and Providing Aid) 
Florence Beaugé, “Addis Ababa is the showcase for Ethiopia's economic great leap forward,” 18 June 2013 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/18/ethiopia-addis-ababa-middle-class) 

Fukuda-Parr, Sakiko, Joshua Greenstein, and David Stewart. 2013. "How Should MDG Success and Failure be 

Judged: Faster Progress or Achieving the Targets?" World Development 41:19-30. (available through 

www.lib.msu.edu) 

Larry Elliott and Ed Pilkington, “New Oxfam report says half of global wealth held by the 1%,” 19 January 

2015 The Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/jan/19/global-wealth-oxfam-inequality-davos-economic-summit-switzerland) 

Lulu Garcia-Navarro, “The Consequences Of Threatening Foreign Aid Cuts Over Immigration Enforcement,” 

October 21, 2018 NPR Weekend Edition Sunday (https://www.npr.org/2018/10/21/659279097/the-

consequences-of-threatening-foreign-aid-cuts-over-immigration-enforcement) 
Jonathan Glennie, “If India doesn't 'need' aid, why do foreign governments still give it?” 8 November 2010 The 

Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2010/nov/08/india-aid-economic-development) 

“Millennium Hunger Target Achieved, New FAO Data Indicates,” 11 June 2015 BRIDGES Weekly Trade News 

Digest 19(21) (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/millennium-hunger-target-achieved-new-fao-data-indicates) 

Jeffrey Moyo and Rick Gladstone, “‘We’d Prefer the Food’: Zimbabwe Fears a Famine Is in Its Future,” Dec. 

25, 2019 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/25/world/africa/zimbabwe-hunger-famine.html) 

Felicity Lawrence, “Guatemala is a prime example of how the global food system is failing,” 1 June 2011 The 

Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/may/31/global-food-crisis-guatemala-system-failure) 

Mark Tran, “US Congress votes down bill to unshackle 'tied' food aid,” 20 June 2013 The Guardian 
(http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/20/us-congress-bill-food-aid) 

For Reference (not required reading): Overseas Development Institute. 2010. “Millennium Development Goals Report 

Card: Measuring Progress Across Countries,”(http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/5027.pdf) 

Recommended (not required): Gamso, Jonas, and Farhod Yuldashev. 2018. "Does rural development aid reduce 

international migration?" World Development 110:268-82. 

Recommended Film: Robert Reich, Inequality for All (2013) 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/17/world/europe/uk-brexit-trade-deal-eu.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-brexit-bankers/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/31/business/law-firms-brexit.html
https://www.ft.com/content/da03f5b8-1d1f-11ea-97df-cc63de1d73f4
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-22-africas-free-trade-fairy-tale
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-22-africas-free-trade-fairy-tale
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/05/business/international/china-creates-an-asian-bank-as-the-us-stands-aloof.html
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/26/africapitalism-african-self-empowerment
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/10/business/global/10imf.html
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/18/ethiopia-addis-ababa-middle-class
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/jan/19/global-wealth-oxfam-inequality-davos-economic-summit-switzerland
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/21/659279097/the-consequences-of-threatening-foreign-aid-cuts-over-immigration-enforcement
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/21/659279097/the-consequences-of-threatening-foreign-aid-cuts-over-immigration-enforcement
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2010/nov/08/india-aid-economic-development
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/millennium-hunger-target-achieved-new-fao-data-indicates
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/25/world/africa/zimbabwe-hunger-famine.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/may/31/global-food-crisis-guatemala-system-failure
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jun/20/us-congress-bill-food-aid
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/5027.pdf
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April 8 (Concerns about Development Aid; Comparing Solutions) 
Clifford Krauss, “The $20 Billion Question for Guyana,” July 20, 2018 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/20/business/energy-environment/the-20-billion-question-for-guyana.html) 

Jagdish Bhagwati, “Banned Aid: Why International Assistance Does Not Alleviate Poverty,” Foreign  

Affairs, Jan/Feb 2010 (www.lib.msu.edu) 

Claire Provost, “Aid still benefits companies from donor countries,” September 12, 2011 The Guardian 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/sep/07/aid-benefits-donor-countries-companies) 

Dionne Searcy and Jaime Yaya Barry, “One African Nation Put the Brakes on Chinese Debt. But Not for Long.” 

Nov. 23, 2018 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/world/africa/one-african-nation-put-the-

brakes-on-chinese-debt-but-not-for-long.html) 

Nurith Aizenman, “How To Fix Poverty: Why Not Just Give People Money?,” August 7, 2017 NPR – All 

Things Considered (https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/08/07/541609649/how-to-fix-poverty-why-not-just-give-people-money) 

Annie Duflo and Dean Karlan, “What Data Can Do to Fight Poverty,” Jan. 29, 2016 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/31/opinion/sunday/what-data-can-do-to-fight-poverty.html) 

Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee, “Opinion: Economic Incentives Don’t Always Do What We Want Them 

To,” Oct. 26, 2019 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/26/opinion/sunday/duflo-banerjee-economic-incentives.html) 

Celestine Bohlen, “These Villages in Thailand Are Part of the Global Economy. Go to Ikea to Find Out.” Nov.  

19, 2019 New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/19/business/thailand-doi-tung-women.html) 

Amy Yee, “The Power Plants That May Save a Park, and Aid a Country,” Aug. 30, 2017 New York Times 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/business/congo-power-plants-poaching.html) 

Elizabeth Becker, "World Bank Inaugurates Oil Pipeline in Africa" October 3, 2003, New York Times  
(http://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/03/business/world-bank-inaugurates-oil-pipeline-in-africa.html)  

Lydia Polgreen, "World Bank Ends Effort to Help Chad Ease Poverty" September 11, 2008, New York  

Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/11/world/africa/11chad.html)   

Celeste Hicks, “As oil-rich Chad splashes the cash it must beware white elephant projects,” 5 August 2013 The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/aug/05/chad-oil-infrastructure-investment) 

Deborah Doane, “Can Fairtrade in India help close growing gulf between rich and poor?” 21 November 2013 

The Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/nov/21/india-fairtrade-rich-poor) 

Lydia Polgreen, “Indian State Empowers Poor to Fight Corruption,” December 3, 2010, New York Times  

(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/03/world/asia/03india.html)  
Recommended: McIntosh, Craig, Gonzalo Villaran, and Bruce Wydick. 2011. "Microfinance and Home Improvement: 

Using Retrospective Panel Data to Measure Program Effects on Fundamental Events." World Development 39 

(6):922-37. 
 

Part 3b: Other Pressing Contemporary Issues 

April 13 (Crime and Crime Prevention) 

[FINAL RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS] 
Balaam/Dillman, Chapter 15 

Joseph Goldstein, “Makin’ ‘em Walk the Plank,” ABA Journal, July 2009 
(http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/makin_em_walk_the_plank/) 

Matt McGrath, “Ozone layer: Banned CFCs traced to China say scientists,” 22 May 2019 BBC News 
(https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-48353341) 

Angela Shah, “Free-Trade Zones Attract Criminals,” November 10, 2010 New York Times  
(http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/11/world/middleeast/11iht-m11mtrade.html)  

Yukon Huang and Jeremy Smith, “China’s Record on Intellectual Property Rights Is Getting Better and Better,” 

October 26, 2019 Foreign Policy (https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/10/16/china-intellectual-property-theft-progress/) 

Ellen Barry, “India’s Call-Center Talents Put to a Criminal Use: Swindling Americans,” Jan. 3, 2017 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/03/world/asia/india-call-centers-fraud-americans.html) 

Ian Cobain and Afua Hirsch, “The tycoon, the dictator's wife and the $2.5bn Guinea mining deal,” 30 July 2013 

The Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/30/africa-guinea-mining-bsgr-steinmetz) 

Geeta Anand, “Modi’s Cash Ban Brings Pain, but Corruption-Weary India Grits Its Teeth,” Jan. 2, 2017 New 

York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/02/world/asia/modi-cash-ban-india.html) 

Sudarsan Raghavan, “How a well-intentioned U.S. law left Congolese miners jobless,” November 30, 2014 

Washington Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/how-a-well-intentioned-us-law-left-congolese-

miners-jobless/2014/11/30/14b5924e-69d3-11e4-9fb4-a622dae742a2_story.html) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/20/business/energy-environment/the-20-billion-question-for-guyana.html
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/sep/07/aid-benefits-donor-countries-companies
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/world/africa/one-african-nation-put-the-brakes-on-chinese-debt-but-not-for-long.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/23/world/africa/one-african-nation-put-the-brakes-on-chinese-debt-but-not-for-long.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/08/07/541609649/how-to-fix-poverty-why-not-just-give-people-money
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/31/opinion/sunday/what-data-can-do-to-fight-poverty.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/26/opinion/sunday/duflo-banerjee-economic-incentives.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/19/business/thailand-doi-tung-women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/business/congo-power-plants-poaching.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/03/business/world-bank-inaugurates-oil-pipeline-in-africa.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/11/world/africa/11chad.html
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/aug/05/chad-oil-infrastructure-investment
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/nov/21/india-fairtrade-rich-poor
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/03/world/asia/03india.html
http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/makin_em_walk_the_plank/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-48353341
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/11/world/middleeast/11iht-m11mtrade.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/10/16/china-intellectual-property-theft-progress/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/03/world/asia/india-call-centers-fraud-americans.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/30/africa-guinea-mining-bsgr-steinmetz
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/02/world/asia/modi-cash-ban-india.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/how-a-well-intentioned-us-law-left-congolese-miners-jobless/2014/11/30/14b5924e-69d3-11e4-9fb4-a622dae742a2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/how-a-well-intentioned-us-law-left-congolese-miners-jobless/2014/11/30/14b5924e-69d3-11e4-9fb4-a622dae742a2_story.html


MC221 Syllabus (Spring 2020 – Politics of International Economic Relations) 

 14 

Recommended for April 13:  

Peter Andreas, “Gangster’s Paradise: The Untold History of the United States and International Crime,” Foreign Affairs 

March/April 2013 (http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138823/peter-andreas/gangsters-paradise) 

United Nations, 2010. Summary of "Report of the Secretary-General on possible options to further the aim of prosecuting 

and imprisoning persons responsible for acts of piracy and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somalia," 26 July 

2010, S/2010/394 (http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=S/2010/394&Lang=E) 
 

April 15 (Environment and Economics, part 1) 
Balaam and Dillman, chapter 16 

Erica Goode, “Crown Jewel of Cuba’s Coral Reefs,” July 13, 2015 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/14/science/crown-jewel-of-cubas-coral-reefs.html) 

John Vidal, “World bank to focus future investment on clean energy,” 23 November 2014 The Guardian 
(http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/nov/23/world-bank-to-focus-future-investment-on-clean-energy) 

Tim McDonnell, “The Refugees The World Barely Pays Attention To,” June 20, 2018 NPR Goats and Soda 
(https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/06/20/621782275/the-refugees-that-the-world-barely-pays-attention-to) 

Recommended: World Trade Organization. 2004. Trade and Environment at the WTO, available at 
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_wto2004_e.pdf, pp. 22-34. 

Euan Marshall, “Brazil agrees to accept £10m from UK for Amazon fire aid,” 28 August 2019 The Telegraph 
(https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/08/28/brazil-agrees-accept-uk-amazon-fire-aid/) 

“Ontario Set to Connect Carbon Market with Québec, California Next Year,” 28 September 2017 BRIDGES 

Weekly Trade News Digest (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/ontario-set-to-connect-carbon-

market-with-qu%C3%A9bec-california-next-year) 
“US, Peru Assess Efforts to Tackle Illegal Logging Under Trade Accord,” 4 October 2018 BRIDGES Weekly 

Trade News Digest 22(32) (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/us-peru-assess-efforts-to-tackle-illegal-logging-under-trade-accord) 

Summary of: 1998. UNITED STATES - IMPORT PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN SHRIMP AND SHRIMP 

PRODUCTS. WT/DS58/AB/R: World Trade Organization Appellate Body 
(http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/1pagesum_e/ds58sum_e.pdf)  

“WTO Appellate Body Deems EU Seal Ban ‘Justified,’ Implementation Flawed,” 28 May 2014 BRIDGES 

Weekly Trade News Digest 18(19) (http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-appellate-body-

deems-eu-seal-ban-justified-implementation-flawed) 

“WTO Fisheries Negotiators Update Draft Texts on IUU, Overfishing,” 23 November 2017 BRIDGES Weekly 

Trade News Digest (https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-fisheries-negotiators-update-draft-

texts-on-iuu-overfishing) 
Recommended, not required (along with items deleted above):  

Porter, Gareth. 1999. Trade Competition and Pollution Standards: ‘Race to the Bottom’ or ‘Stuck at the Bottom’?, Journal 

of Environment and Development 8 (2): 133-151 (www.lib.msu.edu) 

Mark Axelrod. 2011. “Savings Clauses and the ‘Chilling Effect’: Regime Interplay as Constraints on International 

Governance/Law. In Oberthur, S., and O. Schram Stokke, eds., Managing Institutional Complexity: Regime 

Interplay and Global Environmental Change (MIT Press) 
 

April 20 (Health; Ebola COVID-19 Case Study) 

Case materials will be posted on D2L. For this experience to be meaningful, it is essential that you 

read the materials carefully and prepare in advance. 
Balaam and Dillman, chapter 17 [much of this chapter was already assigned earlier in the semester] 

Additional Readings (some will be incorporated into the case study): 

Osterholm, Michael T. 2007. "Unprepared for a Pandemic." Foreign Affairs 86 (2):47-57. (www.lib.msu.edu) 

“UN health agency: Don’t name diseases after regions, animals,” May 8, 2015 Associated Press 

(https://www.apnews.com/2b72fbe2a81c4d47a05ca987c32948bf) 

Celia W. Dugger, “As Donors Focus on AIDS, Child Illnesses Languish” October 29, 2009 New York Times 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/30/world/30child.html) 

Shivani Vora, “How the Zika Virus Is Affecting Travel,” Jan. 28, 2016 New York Times 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/29/travel/how-the-zika-virus-is-affecting-travel.html) 

Donald G. McNeil Jr., “U.S. Becomes More Vulnerable to Tropical Diseases Like Zika,” Jan. 4, 2016 New York 

Times (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/05/health/us-becomes-more-vulnerable-to-tropical-diseases-like-zika.html) 
Recommended: Dupas, Pascaline. 2014. Getting Essential Health Products to Their End Users: Subsidize, but How Much? 

Science 345(6202): 1279-81. (http://science.sciencemag.org/content/345/6202/1279.full) 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/138823/peter-andreas/gangsters-paradise
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=S/2010/394&Lang=E
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/14/science/crown-jewel-of-cubas-coral-reefs.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/nov/23/world-bank-to-focus-future-investment-on-clean-energy
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/06/20/621782275/the-refugees-that-the-world-barely-pays-attention-to
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_wto2004_e.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/08/28/brazil-agrees-accept-uk-amazon-fire-aid/
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/ontario-set-to-connect-carbon-market-with-qu%C3%A9bec-california-next-year
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/ontario-set-to-connect-carbon-market-with-qu%C3%A9bec-california-next-year
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/us-peru-assess-efforts-to-tackle-illegal-logging-under-trade-accord
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/1pagesum_e/ds58sum_e.pdf
http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-appellate-body-deems-eu-seal-ban-justified-implementation-flawed
http://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-appellate-body-deems-eu-seal-ban-justified-implementation-flawed
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-fisheries-negotiators-update-draft-texts-on-iuu-overfishing
https://www.ictsd.org/bridges-news/bridges/news/wto-fisheries-negotiators-update-draft-texts-on-iuu-overfishing
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
https://www.apnews.com/2b72fbe2a81c4d47a05ca987c32948bf
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/30/world/30child.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/29/travel/how-the-zika-virus-is-affecting-travel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/05/health/us-becomes-more-vulnerable-to-tropical-diseases-like-zika.html
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/345/6202/1279.full
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April 22 (Ebola COVID-19 Case Study; Course Conclusion) 
 

Final Exam Review Session – Date/Time to be determined 
 

Final Exam Period – Thursday, April 30, 7:45 – 9:45am in 339 Case Hall 


